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Listen to Chief DD,  the Philosopher of 
Hip Hop, on the  Music Lane on the 

Black Information Highway.com

“Welcome, Travelers!” 

Also, detour to Broadjam.com for more Chief DD

Leaders across sports teams, leagues and unions
come to launch Pro Sports Assembly ... from sports page 1
large needs to see. In order to
truly advance collectively - we
must use an equity lens in lead-
ership."
"It is important for us to identify
and develop the next generation
of our industry's top talent," says
Alex Chang, Chief Marketing
Officer of San Francisco 49ers
and Founding Governing Board
Member of The Assembly. "This
requires breaking down tradi-
tions, norms and biases that cur-
rently exist - and replacing them
with new and refined processes
that will help guide decisions im-
pacting the future of professional
sports and the career paths of its
employees."
"For every five athletes you see
on the field of play, there are 95
people behind the scenes bring-
ing that game to life," says Laura
Dixon, Head of External Rela-
tions for Spurs Sports & Enter-
tainment, and Founding
Governing Board Member of

Former NFL star Herschel
Walker cuts radio and urban
spot endorsing Pres. Trump  
from sports page 2
of a multi-state buy in Min-
nesota, Wisconsin, Michigan,
North Carolina, Georgia, and
Florida. 
The Script for the Ad

Herschel Walker:
I’m Herschel Walker. I’ve known
Donald Trump for 37 years. He
keeps right on fighting to im-
prove the lives of Black Ameri-
cans. He works night and day. He
never stops. He leaves nothing on
the field.
Vernon Jones: 
My name is Vernon Jones and
I’m a lifelong Democrat and I’m
part of a large and growing seg-
ment of the Black community
who are independent thinkers
and we believe that Donald
Trump is the President that
America needs to lead us for-

ward. Joe Biden has had 47 years
to produce results, but he’s been
all talk and no action just like so
many of the Democrats who’ve
been making promises to the
Black voters for decades.
Herschel Walker: 
He has accomplished so much al-
most all by himself on a constant
attack. But, there’s still more
work to be done. If you love
America and want to make it bet-
ter, Donald Trump is your Presi-
dent. He’s my President and I’m
blessed to call him friend.
President Trump: 
I’m Donald Trump and I approve
this message.
Voice Over: 
Paid for by Donald J Trump for
President Incorporated

The Assembly. "The people who
work for professional sports
teams, leagues and unions now
have a place to connect and col-
laborate on the critical issues fac-
ing our industry. The larger our
membership, the more impactful
we can be in our purpose of ad-
vancing diverse, productive and
inclusive leadership. The power
of pro sports is truly in its peo-

ple."

See below a complete list of The
Assembly's Founding Board
Members (in alphabetical order):

ADVISORY BOARD 
MEMBERS

Andy Loughnane - President,
Austin FC
Cynt Marshall - CEO, Dallas
Mavericks
Ese Ighedosa - President, House
of Athlete
Hugh Weber - President, Harris
Blitzer Sports & Entertainment
Jessica Berman - Deputy Com-
missioner, National Lacrosse
League
Kenneth Shropshire - CEO,
Global Sport Institute, Arizona
State University
Kyle Bunch – Vice
President/Managing Director,
Global Sports Venture Studios
Len Perna - CEO, Turnkey

Search
Michele Roberts - Executive
Director, National Basketball
Players Association
Shareef Abdur-Rahim - Presi-
dent, NBA G-League
Shelley Zalis - CEO, The Fe-
male Quotient
Theresa Tran - Founder, The
Offense
Tom Glick - President, Tepper
Sports & Entertainment
Xavier Gutierrez - CEO, Ari-
zona Coyotes 

GOVERNING BOARD
MEMBERS

Alex Chang - Chief Marketing
Officer, San Francisco 49ers
Alison Roscoe - Vice President,
Partnerships, Austin FC
Ann Seeney - Vice President,
Human Resources, St. Louis
Cardinals
Antony Bonavita - Executive
Vice President, Venue Opera-
tions, Cleveland Cavaliers

Brandon James – Vice President
of Basketball
Administration/Deputy General
Counsel, Spurs Sports & Enter-
tainment
Brittanie Boyd - Vice President,
Corporate Partnerships, Harris
Blitzer Sports & Entertainment
Cassandra Carr - Investor,
Spurs Sports & Entertainment
Dan Gladstone - Senior Vice
President, THINK450/National
Basketball Players Association
Dionna Widder - Chief Revenue
Officer, Houston Dynamo/Hous-
ton Dash
Keisha Wyatt - Director of Mar-
keting, Dallas Mavericks
Laura Dixon - Head of External
Relations, Spurs Sports & Enter-
tainment
Molly Wurdack-Folt - Vice
President, Partnerships, Detroit
Tigers/Detroit Red Wings
Oracio Galindo - Head of Em-
ployee Experience, Los Angeles
Rams

Raquel "Rocky" Egusquiza -
Executive Director, Miami Mar-
lins Foundation
In its first year, The Assembly
will formalize its member net-
work and provide professional
development, as well as hold vir-
tual forums, workshops and dis-
cussions. In addition, it will
commission research, share tools
and develop analytics around key
indicators in professional sports
- to be distributed amongst the
membership as a benchmark and
playbook towards ensuring a
more fairly functioning work-
place.
For more information, please

v i s i t :
www.prosportsassembly.org
(Website), @prosportsassembly
(Instagram), @theproassembly
( T w i t t e r ) ,
https://www.linkedin.com/com-
p a n y / p r o s p o r t s a s s emb l y
(LinkedIn).  

"We are united in game plan,
and diverse in council," says
Shareef Abdur-Rahim, Presi-
dent of NBA G League and
Founding Advisory Board
Member of The Assembly.
"We organized our Founding
Boards to represent the diver-
sity that our industry-at-large
needs to see. In order to truly
advance collectively - we
must use an equity lens in
leadership."

UofM athletic dept. partners
with WMC Action News 5 
from sports page 1

WMC Action News 5 won the
bid for these services in a re-
sponse to a University of Mem-
phis request for proposal process,
using bonded cellular technology
as the lead distribution method.
"We are excited about this new
venture with WMC Action News
5 and their spirit of entrepreneur-
ship and partnership," said Direc-
tor of Athletics Laird Veatch.
"Delivering the games to ESPN+

using this special technology will
allow us to operate at a fraction
of the cost of other solutions,
while maintaining high-end qual-
ity."
For the 2020-21 academic year,

Memphis and WMC Action
News 5 will produce a total of 14
games in addition to the men's
and women's basketball home
games. In each of the next two
seasons, those numbers will dra-
matically increase, culminating
with an additional 50 games in
year three of the agreement.

All games produced by WMC
Action News 5 will be made
available exclusively on ESPN+,
a paid streaming service of
ESPN. The schedule of games
will be announced as team
schedules are finalized.

"I am thrilled that we can
list the University of Mem-
phis as a partner in this ef-
fort," said WMC Action
News 5 General Manager
Jonathan Mitchell. "We
can't wait to help bring the
University of Memphis
brand to the entire nation.”

The American Athletic Confer-
ence has announced that the
scheduled football game between
Houston and Memphis has been
postponed, due to positive
COVID-19 cases at Memphis
and the ensuing quarantine of

student-athletes.

The game had been scheduled
for Friday, Sept. 18. The confer-
ence will reschedule the game on
a date to be determined.
Memphis Athletics Director

Memphis Tigers vs. Houston game postponed due to COVID -19
Laird Veatch stated: "I am disap-
pointed that we will be unable to
play the Houston game at this
time, but a season without a
pause or change was always
going to be unlikely. We will
continue to closely monitor all of
those impacted and do what is
best for the safety and health of
our student-athletes, coaches,

and staff."

The American Athletic Confer-
ence (The American), a member
of the NCAA, was reconstituted
in 2013. With the conference of-
fice in Irving, Texas, The Ameri-
can is comprised of the following
institutions: UCF, Cincinnati,
East Carolina, Houston, Mem-
phis, Navy (in football only),

USF, SMU, Temple, Tulane
Tulsa and Wichita State (basket-
ball and Olympic sports). Under
the leadership of Commissioner
Mike Aresco, 

The American sponsors 22
championships – 10 for men and
12 for women; is a member of
the College Football Playoff; has

television partnerships with
ESPN and CBS Sports; in the
spring of 2019, signed a land-
mark television agreement with
ESPN that commences in 2020-
21; and has a marketing partner-
ship with Learfield. 

For more information, please
visit www.TheAmerican.org


